CIPR Advanced Certificate (International Institute of Business)
The CIPR Advanced Certificate is a degree level qualification. It gives you an excellent grounding in both theory and practice. It is a valuable qualification in its own right and also prepares you for the CIPR Diploma in Public Relations. It is a ten month course with 56 hours of tuition.

Syllabus
The course comprises three units and three assessments. 

Unit 1: Managing PR, including:
· History and development of PR practice 

· Relationship to other communication areas 

· Introduction to media relations, internal communications, public affairs,
corporate responsibility and financial PR 

· Systems theory 

· Organisational culture and structure, and management theory 

· Communications theory and models 

Assessment: Critical reasoning test (taken at home with a series of questions supplied).

Unit 2: PR in Action, including:
· Campaign planning: targeting publics, developing messages and selection channels 

· Media relations: writing press releases, media interviews, press launches and preparing for media coverage 

· Internal communication: employee engagement, internal communication
and change, preparing briefings, speeches and presentations 

Assessment: Planning Assignment of four pieces of work based on a case-study.

Unit 3: Professional development
Assessment: 3,000 word critique of PR as a developing discipline.

There are three assessments:

· Critical reasoning test (open book) 

· Planning assignment 

· Critique (an in depth look at an aspect of PR in the workplace) 
Advanced Certificate graduates can become Associate Members of the CIPR and go on to study the CIPR Diploma. Advanced Certificate graduates with three years’ experience in PR will be eligible for full membership.

Course dates

Autumn 2010*
25th September, 23rd October, 27th November, 28th November, 22nd January 2011, 23rd January, 19th February, 20th February, 19th March, 20th March and 4th June 2011
Winter 2011*
22nd January 2011, 23rd January, 19th February, 20th February, 19th March, 20th March, 16th April, 17th April, 21st May, 18th June
* Please consider that dates of classes are preliminary and may be changed. The final version of schedule will be available in August-September. 
